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Kobus Eloff, ( 1939 -) 
Jacobus N. Eloffwas born in Johannesburg in 1939. He obtained 
a B.Sc., B.Sc. Hons. and a M.Sc. degree in Chemistry followed 
by a B.Sc. Hons. in Botany and a D.Sc. in Plant Biochemistry, all 
at the Potchefstroom University for C.H.E. 
He did research on the chemistry of soi l fertility at the Agricul-
tural Research Institute in Potchefstroom and then lectured in 
Plant Physiology/Biochemistry at the Universities of Pretoria, 
Potchefstroom and the Orange Free State. He became head of 
the Department of Botany at the University of the Orange Free 
State in 1973. 
In 1983 he was appointed as Director of the National Botanic 
Gardens (NBG) with its head office at Kirstenbosch and as 
Harold Pearson Professor of Botany at the University of Cape 
Town. Since then he has also served as professor extraordinary at 
the Universities of Stellenbosch and Pretoria and the Rand Afri-
kaans University. 
Kobus Eloff has made a major contribution to botany by build-
ing out research at the NBG and by being the driving force in 
amalgamating the NBG and the Botanical Research Institute to 
form the National Botanical Institute (NBI) in 1989. He was 
appointed as Director of Research and in 1993 he went on early 
retirement from the NBI. Some time later, he accepted a post-
graduate training and research position in Pharmacology at the 
University of Pretoria. He has trained 20 M.Sc. and Ph.D. 
students in Botany and is currently promoter for 12 M.Sc. and 
Ph.D. students in Pharmacology. After he had to retire at the age 
of 60, he was reappointed in the same position. 
He was awarded several travel scholarships for extended 
periods of research in London, Jerusalem and New York. His 
main research interests were in soil fert il ity, metabolism of toxic 
higher plants, toxic cyanobacteria and amino metabolism of 
plants. Currently he works on isolating and characterizing anti-
bacterial compounds from plants and developing methods for 
quality control of herbal medicines. He has received National 
Research Foundation evaluation and several research contracts 
for this work and has produced more than 70 research publica-
tions to date. He received the Senior Medal for Botany and Hon-
orary Life Membership from the South African Association of 
Botanists in 1992. 
Kobus Eloff is a founder member of SAAB and has played a 
leading role in many scientific and nature conservation organiza-
tions. He succeeded in amalgamating the Journal of South l ((ri-
can Botany and the South African Journal of Botany and was 
Scientific Editor for 15 years before retiring recently. On behalf 
of all botanists in South Africa this volume of the Journal is 
gratefully dedicated to him. 
